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* Take that, you brat,' shrieked the motlier, ^nd she struck lier own hand against the doorway. l Oh 1 I'll give it you, I'll give it you,' she bellowed under the united influence of rage and pain, and she pursued her agile child, who dodged her on the other side of the postchaise,' which he persisted in calling the family carriage.
{ Oh I ma'am, my lady,' exclaimed the waiting-woman, sallying forth from the abbey, i what is to be done with the parrot when we are away ? Mrs. Brown says she won't see to it, that she won't; 'taynt her place.'
This rebellion of Mrs. Brown was a diversion in favour of Plantagenet. Mrs. Cadurcis waddled down the cloisters with precipitation, rushed into the kitchen, seized the surprised Mrs. Brown by the shoulder, and gave her a good shake; and darting at the cage, which held the parrot, she bore it in triumph to the carriage. * I will take the bird with me,' said Mrs. Cadurcis.
'We cannot take the bird inside, madam,' said Planta-genet, 'for it will overhear all our conversation, and repeat it. We shall not be able to abuse our friends.'
Mrs. Cadurcis threw the cage at her son's head, who, for the sake of the bird, dexterously caught it, but declared at the same time he would immediately throw it into the lake. Then Mrs. Cadurcis began to cry with rage, and, seating herself on the open steps of the chaise, sobbed hysterically. Plantagenet stole round on tip-toe, and peeped in her face: * A merry Christmas and a happy new year, Mrs. Cadurcis,' said her son.
'How can T be merry and happy, treated as I am?' eobbed the mother. * You do not treat Lady Annabel so. Oh 1 no ; it is only your mother whom you use in this manner! Go to Cher bury. Go by all means, but go by yourself; I.shall not go : go to your friends, Lord Cadurcis; they are your friends, not mine, and I hope they are satisfied, now that they have robbed me of the affections of my child. I have seen what they have been after all this time. I am not so blind as some people think. ISTo ! I see how it